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THE PUBLIC WILL R E B E L  
by W. N. Wildman

Many years  ago only a few  large survey f irm s  p er fo rm ed  all the survey work 
and it was the practise  for  each f i r m  to provide its s e rv ice s  fa ir ly  exc lu s ive ly  in a 
certain geographical area , each f ir m  respecting  the o th e rs1 " r ig h ts 11 in its area .
The results of this was that,

(1) F ie ld  notes, which w ere the only r e c o r d  of the basis  of surveys (as plans 
did not usually show evidence used and in any ca se  w ere  not usually 
record ed  in the R egistry  Office) w ere kept by the relevant survey f i r m  
for  his area,

(2) Any survey f irm  p erform ing  a survey in an area  other than his norm al one 
knew where to go to get in form ative fie ld  notes or if he did not know, there 
w ere so few f irm s  that he could soon find out.

(3) Due to lack of com petition , p ro g re ss  norm ally  evolved through private 
enterprise was at a m inim um .

Now, with the great number of survey f irm s  and government agency survey depart­
ments perform ing  surveys, this old system  still in ex istence , causes in cred ib le  
hardship on surveyors  and on the public beca u se ,

(1) In order to give the public the quality of se rv ice  n e ce s sa ry  for  its p r o t e c ­
tion any survey f irm , young or old, must get " all the evidence ex ist ing" , 
which in this system  is im poss ib le ; thus a surveyor is  never sure when 
he has finished the job , that other evidence will not com e to light to upset 
his survey. Of cou rse  the m ore  we hunt the m ore  sure we are of having 
all the inform ation.

(2) The system  of contacting every survey f irm  who may have done w ork in 
the relevant area is extrem ely  tim e consum ing, cos t ly ,  im p o ss ib le ,  but 
n ecessa ry . The surveyor must pass these resultant costs  on to his client 
as they are incurred  in order to protect his c lien t 's  in teres ts . Thus the 
public su ffers .

(3) The m ost important fa ctors  of a survey to a client are  c o r r e c t i tu d e , 
a ccu racy , cost and tim e; all except accu racy  are  a dverse ly  a ffected  by 
this system  so the public suffers again.

(4) Some surveyors  charge for  the tim e used in supplying survey inform ation 
to other surveyors  - which is quite reasonable  - their tim e is valuable 
and they are obliged by law and the nature of the system  to supply the 
inform ation, or the system  would fail com plete ly . A  few  survey f irm s  
charge not only for  their tim e but for  the inform ation as if it w ere  m e r ­
chandise which is definitely unreasonable; because  not only is  a surveyor 
obliged to give inform ation but he is a lso obliged  by law and the nature of 
the system  to acquire all available in form ation . B e s id e s ,  the f i r m  with 
the inform ation has already been paid for  the w ork rep resen ted  by the 
field  note information and if he has not, it is certa inly  not the fault of the 
other surveyor or his client. This also adds to the cost  - to the d e tr i ­
ment of the public.

So - what is the best solution to this p rob lem , a legacy  which our p r e d e c e s s o r s  have 
left us ?
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(1) Im m ediately, a com prehensive  index of all existing survey inform ation 
(field notes and plans) and its whereabouts be made in all densely  popu­
lated regions of Ontario, and kept available to all p ractis ing  su rvey ors . 
This index to be kept up to date continuously. This will have the effect 
that the tim e and cost involved in tracking down inform ation  will be r e ­
duced by about 95% and will vastly in crea se  the availability  of survey 
information and will facilitate the next step.

(2) The R egistry  Act be amended to provide that it be m andatory that all 
existing plans of survey be filed  and abstracted  in the sam e system  (but 
in separate abstract books) as the norm al instrum ents are  re co rd e d  and 
that for  all surveys made thereafter the plan of survey showing all e v i ­
dence used be fi led  and re co rd ed  as an instrument along with all other 
instruments in the norm al system , and that the sam e idea be applied to 
Land Titles O ffices  in so far as it is  n ece s sa ry  to obtain equivalent r e ­
sults. At this tim e the index in (1) above can be used in the setting up of
(2) and the index system  can then be d isposed  of as it w ill have served  its 
vital interim  (and initiatory) function.

Thus the surveyor will find all docum entary evidence in one p lace fo r  one R egistry  
area and as it is n ecessa ry  in any case  to conduct a R eg istry  or Land T itles  O ffice  
search , he will be able to gather all his docum entary data at one tim e and p la ce , 
and will thus d ecrea se  costs  to the public by a trem endous amount without d e tra ct ­
ing fr o m  his own incom e and will be able to provide a much m ore  adequate se rv ice  
as well,
The savings to the public of Ontario by the introduction of this system  is estim ated 
to be about one m illion  dollars  per year as well as the benefits a ccru ed  fr o m  a 
higher quality of s e rv ice .  On the average the 550 (m ore  or less )  su rveyors  would 
each save 1 hour per day - value to public saved - $75. 0  per day each, i . e .
$4, 125. 00 per day; i .  e. $20, 625. 00 per week; i . e . $1 , 072, 500 . 00 per year . The 
adverse  results of the present system  are increasing  so rapidly that the system  
will be fo r ce d  to change within twenty years  and by that tim e the transition will be 
incalculably m ore  difficult than if it were done now. In any ca se ,  the system  above 
descr ib ed  will be n ecessa ry  when the co -ord in a te  system  of surveying is  adopted 
in Ontario.

POSITION AVAILABLE

Ontario Land Surveyor required  by a sm all p ro g re ss iv e  surveying f i r m  in W estern 
Ontario. This is an opportunity fo r  permanent em ploym ent fo r  som eone who is 
congenial and capable of assum ing responsib ility  and has had at least 2 y ea rs ' 
experience and is supplemented by the usual fr inge benefits . The w ork will consist  
of both rural and urban property  surveys, topographic and engineering surveys , and 
layout for  municipal se rv ice s  such as sew ers , w aterm ains, roa d s , etc.

F o r  details apply to H. H. Todgham, O . L . S . ,  P . O .  Box 386, Chatham, Ontario 
(phone EL 4-0400) or contact the Executive P ro fess ion a l D ivision  through your 
nearest National Employment O ffice  and quote Windsor C learance  O rder No.
E . P .  - C - 115, Oc c .  Code 0-6410 .

All enquiries will be treated in strict  confidence.


